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What do we do when God’s instructions make no 
sense to us?  God’s instruction about soil manage-
ment in Leviticus 25:3, 4 is an example of God’s 
invitation for His children to trust Him:

“For six years sow your �elds, and for six years prune 
your vineyards and gather their crops. But in the 
seventh year the land is to have a year of sabbath 
rest, a sabbath to the LORD. Do not sow your �elds 
or prune your vineyards.” Leviticus 25:3, 4. 
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Today we know some of the bene�ts of putting the 
land to rest through knowledge acquired in agricul-
tural science. But in those days, after receiving such 
an unusual instruction, the Israelites could indeed 
wonder what they would eat in the seventh year if 
they did not plant or harvest. Nevertheless, it was an 
invitation to trust. Interestingly, there are no reported 
instances of someone dying of starvation for keep-
ing this strange command.  God’s order was backed 
up by a promise: “Follow my decrees and be careful 
to obey my laws, and you will live safely in the land.” 
Leviticus 25:18.
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On one occasion, a pastor accompanied by an elder 
visited a low-income family of the church. They were 
gladly welcomed and had a great time fellowship-
ping together. At some point, the pastor opened the 
Bible and read Malachi 3:9, 10, encouraging the 
family about faithfulness in giving. Upon completing 
their visit, the elder shared with the pastor that he 
was very uncomfortable with the text he read 
because this family was struggling �nancially. Gently, 
but �rmly, the pastor responded: “I wanted to ensure 
that they are not missing God’s blessings.”
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Have you ever gone through situations where God’s 
instructions do not seem to make any sense to you? 
Remember the words of the hymn: “Trust and obey, 
for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus” (SDA 
Hymnal, no. 590). As we worship God with our Tithes 
and Promise, regular and systematic o�erings, may 
we put our desires last, and God �rst. 
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