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The Gospel

Blessed Judgment

appllcatlon Clifford Goldstein, Editor

What must I do ... Adult Bible Study Guide
General Conference Sabbath School

youth

Four Souls I t has been said that there is no justice. Perhaps so, at least in this life.
But if God exists and He is just, then justice will be realized. Sooner or later
we must answer for every evil we have done: for the sullied secrets that

occasionally occupy our days and our dreams; for al those wrongs that we long

ago justified and then, conveniently forgot. Imagine facing every sinful thought,
conce p’[ word, and deed at once, with all excuses, rationalizations, and justifications swept

away by the gazing eye of an all-seeing, all-knowing God.
Stewards of the gospel _ _ _ _
There'sno question—judgment will come: God would not be God without

it. “For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether
it be good, or whether it beevil” (Ec 12:14, KJV).

The good news of the gospel, however, is that though we face judgment, we
sermons don’t haveto face it alone, with all our sinful deeds to condemn us. For God is not
The gospel according .... only just; Heismerciful. At the cross, Hisjustice and Hismercy met. The penalty for

Parable of the great ... sinwas paid. That'sjustice. It was paid in full by Jesus. That's mercy.

One sweeping act The heart of the gospel is this: because of His great love for us, God Himself
paid the penalty for our sins, so that we might not only befreefrom sin’s penalty, but
declared righteousin Him.

“Towit, that God wasin Christ, reconciling theworld unto himself, not imputing
their trespasses unto them” (2 Cor 5:19, KJV).

1 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
reviews made the righteousness of Godinhim” (2 Cor 5:21, KJV).

509! Survivor . No matter who we are or what our past has been, we can here and now (not to
S_pl_rltual Leadership mention in the final judgment) stand perfect before God because of Jesus and the
Living Large provision He hasmade on our behalf. Thisisthe* good news.” Thisisthefoundation
of al webelieve as Christians. Once we understand this, once we accept this, once
we make this promise our own, our lives will be changed. For we will be “born
again,” and have the assurance now and in the final judgment that we are the
children of God.
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What Must 1 Do to be Saved?

HMSRIichards, Senior
Founder of the \oice of Prophecy

Introduction

hey replied, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your

household” (Ac 16:31). Thisreply to the question of thejailer, “What must | do
to be saved?’ (verse 30) is clear and right to the point. And the answer ought to be
clear when the question is of such supreme importance. Everything depends upon
it. Thousands—yes, millions are staking their hopes of eternal life uponiit.

¢ Ask the group to define and discuss the meaning of the word, “ gospel.”

Theword gospel means* good speaking, good words, or good news.” It answers
that one tremendously important question, “How can a man or woman be saved?’
How can we be delivered from the death penalty of sin and be restored to divine
favor as though we had never fallen?

I have only one doctrine

It issaid that when one of America's greatest preacherslay dying, aloved one
asked, “What doctrines do you believe now?’

Hisreply?“When | first becameaminister, | had 100 doctrines. When | was 30
yearsold, | had 50 doctrines. When | was 50, | had ten doctrines, but now, at theend
of my life, | have but one!” When eager lips urged him to nameit, he said, “Now, at
thevalley of the shadow, my onedoctrineis—I| am agreat sinner and Jesusisagreat
Savior!”

¢ Compare this one doctrine and Acts 16:31. Ask the question, “ Can we
save ourselves?” In light of this question, discuss Jeremiah 13:23; Romans 8:7.

We may have adesire for the better way, but we do not have the power to live
it. We admit that God's way is best, but we do the very opposite. This mental and
spiritual conflictispicturedin Romans7:14, 15, 18, and 24. Read thesetextstogether.

Thecry of Romans 7:24 isthe cry of millions. “What awretched man | am! Who
will rescue mefromthisbody of death?’ Theanswer to verse 24 isfoundin verse 25:
“Thanks be to God—through Jesus our Lord!”

Look, and live

Thereishelp in Jesus. We are to look away from our failures ... and sins, and
look to Himfor help. Weareinvited to “ behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of theworld” (Jn 1:29).

* Read and discuss the following passages or verses. Numbers 21:5-9 and
John 3:3, 9, and 14-18.

Whenthelsragliteswerebitten by fiery serpents, all whowerewilling to look—
just look—at the brazen serpent raised up on apole (or cross), were healed. Soif the
sinner will just look infaith to Christ as crucified for him, hetoo will be healed from
the disease of sin. It is wonderfully simple and simply wonderful—just look and
live! ItiswritteninIsaiah 45:22: “L ook unto me, and beye saved, all the ends of the
earth: for | am God, and thereisnone else.”

Repeat the best text of all the 31,000 verses in the whole Bible—John 3:16.
Repeat it over and over to yourself.
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Notice carefully what this text
includes:

God—an almighty authority

So loved the world—the mightiest
motive

That He gave His only begotten
Son—the greatest gift

That whosoever—the widest
welcome

Believeth in Him—the easiest escape

Should not perish—a divine
deliverance

But have everlasting life—a
priceless possession

Our salvation depends upon the
loveof God. “How great isthelovethe
Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And
that iswhat weare!” (1J3:1).

“But God demonstrates his own
lovefor usinthis: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. Since we
have now been justified by his blood,
how much more shall webesaved from
God'swrath through him! For if, when
we were God's enemies, we were
reconciled to him through the death of
his Son, how much more, having been
reconciled, shall we be saved through
hislife’ (Ro5:10, 11)!

This study is taken from the book, 25
Sermons; After 25 YearsontheAir, VOP,
1955. Unfortunately it is out of print.

www.Adventist-Sewardship.org




Four Souls

Brendon Prutzman, Youth Pastor
Soencerville SDA Church, Slver Sporing, Maryland

he book Four Souls is an inspiring read for anyone. | found that it primarily

reaches out to upper high school and college age youth. The book is about four
collegefriendswho set out in search of the“epiclife.” They decideto take ayear off
from school, and any other plansthey may have made for theimmediate future, and
challenge each other by traveling around the world doing mission work.

Four Soulsispacked with storiesthat really make you think about how you
approach lifeand what you aretruly seeking fromit. It especially makesyou reflect
on living every day and what you are doing to develop your life as a Christian
exampleintheworld.

by Trey Sklar, Jedd Medefind,
Mike Peterson, and Matt Kronberg
W Publishing Group

Orange, California

2001 US$14.99

Another area the volume illuminates is the relationship between the four
men. Therearejournal entriesfrom each of them throughout the book. At timesthey
are close to driving each other crazy, but instead of getting “stuck,” they use their
frustrations to “grow” and to better the group. They carry out group exercises by
talking and working through problems. There is undeniable value in picking up on
some of the insights they gain through this process.

quotes

Talk about the questions of the day; there is but one question, and that is the gospel. It can and will correct everything
needing correction.—William Ewart Gladstone

The Gospel . . .

The gospel belongs to the poor and sorrowful, and not to princes and courtiers who live in continual joy and
delight in security, void of all tribulation.—Martin Luther

When we think of the atonement we are apt to think only of what man gains. We must remember what it
cost God and what it costs him now when men refuse his love—Frank Fitt

Let us not forget that the crucifixion of Christ was, and was intended to be to all the intelligences of the universe, the most
significant exhibition of the love of God. “ Herein was love.” —J. Gilchrist Lawson

We can learn nothing of the gospel except by fedling its truths. There are some sciences that may be learned by the
head, but the science of Christ crucified can only be learned by the heart.—Charles Haddon Spurgeon

The gospel is the fulfillment of all hopes, the perfection of all philosophy, the interpreter of all revelations,
a key to all the seeming contradictions of truth in the physical and moral world.—Hugh Miller.

My heart has always assured and reassured me that the gospel of Christ must be a Divine reality.—Daniel Webster

The shifting systems of false religion are continually changing their places; but the gospel of Christ is the same
forever. While other false lights are extinguished, this true light ever shineth.—Theodore Ledyard Cuyler

In the cross, God descends to bear in his own heart the sins of the world. In Jesus, he atones at
unimaginable cost to himself.—Woodrow A. Geier
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Stewards of the Gospel

Benjamin C. Maxson, Director
General Conference
Sewardship Department

it is abattle ground. We fight over

the meaning. We debate the
theology. We argue over its
implications. But weapply it only rarely.
Inthemidst of battleswhich dividethe
church, we brawl over law and grace.
We call each other names, form our
exclusive clubs and isolate ourselves
in our theological palaces, comforting
each other that weareright. Meanwhile,
thousands struggle with lives of quiet
desperation—seeking to do what is
right and hoping to someday find the
peace Jesus promised. The average
contemporary Christian hasabrain full
of information, but a head full of
confusion and a heart full of pain.
Never before has so much been written
and debated about the gospel. And
never before has the gospel, the “ good
news’ of salvation, been more needed.

A new reality

Stewardship, as the human side
of thelordship of Jesus Christ, isbased
on the gospel. It is the process of
integrating the gospel into every area
of life. In aday when the world seems
to have lost hope, the gospel is still
“good news.” In lives desperately
seeking understanding and hope, the
gospd still bringsanew reality. Where
sin binds human hearts and lives, the
gospd still hasthe power to shatter the
shackles that chain our souls. And we
are stewards of this “good news.”

Paul states, “This is how one
should regard us, as servants of Christ
and stewards of the mysteries of God.
Moreover, it is required of stewards
that they be found trustworthy” (1Cor
4:1-2, ESV*).

l t'sgood news! It'sthe gospel! And
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Among thesemysteries, Paul includes Christ (Col 2:2, 1T 3:16), Christinus(Col
1:26-27), aswell asthegospel (Ep 6:19).

So our stewardship includes how we manage or deal with the gospel—the
good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. While the gospel can be defined or stated in
many different ways, with many different theol ogical nuances, for methesimplestis
the best. The gospel is the good news that Jesus has solved the problem of sinin
our lives—past, present, and future. He has done everything necessary to save us.

Knowing is not enough

However, simply knowing the concept of the gospel is not enough. Even the
devil knowsthetheory. Being stewards of thismystery of the gospel meanswe must
go beyond the words to understanding, accepting, and integrating this incredible
“good news’ into our daily lives.

Theterm “mystery” impliesthereis something about the gospel that transcends
human understanding or explanation. We cannot know the fullness of God'slove or
the depths of His pain in saving us. We cannot comprehend the incredible wonder
of heaven descending to earth—God made flesh. We can only accept it by faith. Yet,
we can experiencethereality of salvation. We can know eternal lifethe moment we
believe (1J5:13).

There are several arenasin which we manage or are stewards of the gospel:

]-;I'Ihe first is our own walk with God. Accepting Jesus as Savior isonly the first
ep. Each day we must choose to submit to His eternal reality. Accepting Jesus
aslLord, livingwithinus (Ep 3:16-19), istheway we"“ apply” Himto daily life. Each
issueisachoice—to live on our own or in Him. Each moment isachoice—tolivein
thereality of asinful world or the certainty of God's kingdom. Choosing to seek His
kingdom puts everything elsein theright perspective (Mt 6:33). By faith we accept
the Holy Spirit (Ga 3:14) and learn to listen to God'’s voice guiding our lives and
making the gospel real inthe detailsof living. Will welive by faith (our relationship
with God) or will we chooseto live by human reason and effort?

2\'/I\'/he second arena for stewardship of the gospel is in the way we confront the
orld and its attractions. Again Paul leads us into the mystery of the gospel:
“But far beit from meto boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which
theworld has been crucified to me, and | totheworld” (Ga6:14, ESV). Hereweare
faced with the choice of the world or Calvary. We can daily choose to die, to be
crucified in Christ. One of the most profound truths of the gospel is that we have
diedin Christ and beenraised to anew lifein Him (Ro 6:1-14). We are participantsin
His death and partakersin Hislife. Are we willing to accept the reality that we are
crucified to theworld?We can choose to moveforward in faith, serving God and His
kingdom. Weareintheworld but not of theworld (Jn 17:14-18). Thus, weinvadethe
kingdoms of thisworld with thekingdom of God (Mt 24:14). We proclaim the gospel
through lives lived in the presence of the King of Kings.

Never before has so much been written and debated about
the gospel. And never before has the gospel, the “ good news’
of salvation, been more needed.

www.Adventist-Sewardship.org



For thegospel experienced, leadsto thegospel extended.

Thethird arena where we are stewards of the gospel isin our relationshipswith
hose around us. As we experience the authenticity of grace, we can choose to
integrate the gospel into theway we accept and treat others. Once again we arefaced
with the choice to live by faith. We can choose to see others in the light of the
gospel. Because they are the focus of God's love, we can choose to love others,
even when they are unlovable. While rejecting the sin, we can choose to accept the
sinner. We can chooseto forgive aswe have experienced forgiveness. Only onewho
has experienced the gospel can extend that gospel to others. Those who cannot
extend grace to others have not truly experienced grace themselves. For the gospel
experienced leads to the gospel extended. We faithfully function as stewards of
God's mysteries as we share it with those God places around us.

Then how can the gospel attain this power in our lives? How can we reach this
experience? It all beginswith accepting it ourselves—accepting by faith the reality
of Christ dying for usand Christ loving us. Listen to Paul’s words:

“That according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your
heartsthrough faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength
to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and
depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be
filled with all thefullnessof God” (Ep 3:16-19, ESV).

concept

Partners in Grace

As we focus on Jesus Christ and
His love, the Holy Spirit brings
understanding and fills us with His
fullness. The only real effort we can
makeisto focuson God and Hislove—
to fix our eyes on Him. Aswe do, the
gospel takes possession of our hearts
and minds. Hispresencetransformsour
relationships and behaviors. Through
surrender we become stewards—
partnersin grace.

Through choice, we can accept
this reality in our daily lives. We can
choose to be stewards of this mystery,
“Christ inyou, the hope of glory” (Col
1:27). Wecan liveand sharetheredity—
thekingdom of God has come!

* ESVisthe English Sandard Version, a
contemporary biblical trandationinthe
tradition of the Revised Sandard Version.

~Sstewardship
Wi nd OW a joyful experience!

hetreasurer’sreport of the Sarawak Mission revealed thetotal tithereceived

from the Putah Seventh-day Adventist Church for the year was fifty cents.
How could that be? The village had about 20 families and most of them were
farmers. When the leaders asked the members the reason for the lack of tithe,
they replied, “We havevery little cash.” The church restudied the biblical meaning
of returning titheto God. They were encouraged to return, in kind, atenth of their
increase to the Lord.

Church members argued that the mission just needed their money. In the
midst of the their anger and confusion, an elder stood up and said, “ Please listen
to what | have to say!” He challenged each one to return atithe and offerings
from the bounty of God's blessings for athree-month trial period.

The next Sabbath, smiling members brought to the altar, fruits, vegetables,
rice, eggs, and even live chickens! On Sunday two deacons sold theitems at the
market and took the cash to the treasurer. The next week many more members
participated in the worship of giving. It was thrilling to see their happiness as
they contributed their tithes and offerings. Since this part of worship became
such ajoyful experience, they decided to continued for awhole year. At theend
of theyear the church reported $5,000 intithesand offerings! Thevillage became
amode to other village churches.

Three years after the Putah
members madetheir covenant, they
noticed that people from nearby
villageswereflockingtotheir village
to help them harvest their produce.
One elder asked, “Why are you
coming to help us?’

Thevisitorsreplied, “Don’t you
know that your farms are the only
ones that have not been destroyed
by rats, and your village receives
rain so that your fruit trees bear
much fruit? You must have
something we do not have!”

What a beautiful testimony to
God's love and how He works to
blessHis people. And, in turn, how
He uses us to bless others.

by Romulo Daquila
Sewardship Director
Ontario Conference

Dynamic Seward
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- Sermon

The Parable of the Great Banquet

Introduction
Ed Motschiedler would liketo introduce you to the unsung hero of the parable of the great banquet.
Secretary Inthis parablethe beauty of the gospel messageisilluminated. Foundin Luke 14:
Columbia Union Conference 15-24, the parable is often thought of as a parable of the judgment.

A key point of this story wasthat the opportunity to accept Christ would go first
to the Jews, and after that, to the Gentiles. Like all of Christ’s parables, however,
thereisamessage for ustoday. Aswe set the stage for thisgospel illustration, let me
describe the characters of the story.

Enter, the master

In our parable, the master resolvesto have agreat feast. We are not told why he
isgiving the feast. We can assume that he has the gift of hospitality and lovesto be
with his friends. In an act of affection, he decides to invite his friends to a great
banquet. Nothing but the finest will be served to his guests!

When the people do not show up, he instructs his servant to go out and find
otherstoinviteto thefeast. Heis determined that hisbanquet room will befull. The
master in the story represents our Heavenly Father who hasinvited usto attend the
great marriagefeast of theLamb (Rv 19:9).

Next, the servant

As was the custom, the servant would visit the homes of the guests two times
to invite them to afeast. Thefirst time he invited the people was to determine how
many would attend so that the proper preparations could be made. The second visit
was to remind them that the feast was ready, and that they should come.

It was common practicein aday without quartz watchesand alarm clocksfor the
master to send his servant around sometime before thefeast to remind hisguests. In
that way, none would be embarrassed by forgetting or
showing up late. We know there was a second visit
Thetr qth WaS that they had Changaj becausethetext says*“ At the time of the banquet, he sent
their minds. Other thi ngs had his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘ Come, for
becomemorei mportant. the banquet is now ready’ ” (verse 17). We also know the
servant visited every house because the text says “but
they all beganto make excuses’ (verse 18). | believethework of the servant describes

for usthe work of the Holy Spirit today.

The invited guests

We know the guests accepted the first invitation. When approached by the
servant, they said something like: “Wefeel honored to beinvited by your master. We
arevery fond of him. Tell him that wewill be present for hisgreat feast.” At thetime,
nothing seemed to be more important than attending the feast of their bel oved friend.

When the servant came around the second time, they gave excuses as to why
they wouldn’t come. The excuses—"| have bought afield, | have bought oxen, and
| havejust married’—were not thereal reasonsthey weren't attending thefeast. The
truth wasthat they had changed their minds. Other things had become moreimportant.
They didn’t want to attend the feast now. | believe this group represents those of us
who have accepted Christ as our Savior but have lost our first love experience and
our excited anticipation of attending the marriage feast of the Lamb.

6 April-June, 2002 www.Adventist-Sewardship.org
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To accept an invitation and then not attend was agreat insult to ahost. It was a CO'ﬂ(_’IUSiO[’]

sign that the host was held in very low esteem. It was a declaration of hostility. As you are encountered with this

message, you will again hear the voice
The real gUQStS of the Spirit inviting you to attend the
A description of those who ultimately attended the feast is found in verse 20. feast.

They were not the guestsinvited first. But they werethe poor, the crippled, the lame,
and the blind. They came, not from theimpressive mansions of the suburbs, but from
the streets and alleys of the city slums. We can only imagine how they felt. One
moment they were scorned by most of the people in the city; the next moment they
were sitting in alavish banquet hall where the rich and famous usually eat.

You might feel you are unworthy
to attend, or perhapsyou havelost your
interest, and so you decide not to come.
Hewill remind you that Jesusisworthy.

His righteousness will be judged, not
The great master greeted them as his special guests and sat down with them to yours. He will remind you how much

awonderful feast. He treated them as if they were rich and famous. This gathering God wants you to be at the great
shows us that anyone who accepts the invitation will be welcome at the feast! Our marriagefeast of the Lamb.

presence at the banquet is not based upon anything we have done, but that we

simply have accepted the invitation.

The unsung hero
To dis%over at;]e ung:jr;g ?ﬁro, we nf%d G'[o fO(t:us 0r|]< ;the_ I?Sttﬁar; o;e\t/ersedZS Iand This gatheri ng shows
of thetown and bring i the poor tecrippled heblind ndtheamer usthat anyone who
The servant replied, ”What you ordered hasbeen done.” He had already carried a_CceptS theinvitation
out his master’'s command, even before the order was issued! For when the servant will be welcome at the
realized that none of thosefirst invited were going to attend, on hisway back to the feast! Our presence at

master’s home, he stopped along the way to invite others to come to the feast. He

knew how disappointed his master would beif the banquet hall wasnot full. Therefore, the baanEt IS not

he kept knocking on doorsand giving invitations. Hedidn't stop until it wastimefor based upon anythi ng
the feast to begin. we have done, but that
Lessons of the gospel wesimply have
The master kept sending the servant until the people refused to come. When | accepted theinvitation.

had my “first love” experience | wasexcited about attending the great marriage feast
of the Lamb. Therewas nothing moreimportant to methan being ready for thereturn
of Jesus. Astime went by | found other things taking precedence and drifted away
from acloserelationship with God.

ThentheHoly Spirit would again knock on the door of my heart to remind me of
my invitation. | sensed how much God loved me and how much He wanted to spend
eternity with me. Again, | would commit to making Him first in my life. Moretime
would pass, and there would be another knock on the door of my heart. The good
news of the gospel isthat the Holy Spirit keeps knocking, reminding us of the feast.
And Hewill do so until, at our last breath, or at the end of probation, wetell God we
do not want to come.

The master was so determined to have his banquet hall full, hetold the servant
to “Make them come in” (verse 23). Every effort is being made to save us. Every
resource of heaven is being employed in the great battle between Christ and Satan.
The Holy Spirit will not cease Hiswork on our behalf until we absolutely refuse to
attend the feast!

Dynamic Seward April-June, 2002 7



- Sermon

The Gospel According to Cradle Roll

Bonita Joyner Shields lﬂthdUCthﬂ
Assistant Editor nlifethere arelessonswelearn aong theway. Psychologiststell usthat if these
Adventist Review 1 lessonsarenot learned at aparticular developmental stage, wewill remain “ stuck”

and must emotionally revisit that stage of life before we can resolve the issue

and move on.

| inviteyou to do somerevisiting with methismorning. Think way back intime,
past elementary school, past kindergarten, all theway to Cradle Roll. CradleRoll is
exciting! When Kylewastwo yearsold, hewould stop and give me abig hug during
the week. But on Sabbath, he would rush through the foyer and run right past me
without so much as a nhod—because he was going to Cradle Roll! What is it about
Cradle Roll that is so attractive? | don't see adults rushing through the foyer to get
to class!

This sermon is an abridged version
of Pastor Shield’s farewell message
given at Spencerville SDA Church
on January 26, 2002.

Thereisalesson in Cradle Roll that draws young and old like a magnet. This
lesson is described by noted twentieth century theologian, Karl Barth, as the most
profound theological truth he knew. The lesson of Cradle Roll isthe foundation of
the gospel. Yet, it isthis very lesson that | believe many of us have not learned.

What is this lesson?

Jesus loves me, this | know,

For the Bible tells me so,

Little ones to Him belong,

They are weak, but Heis strong.

AsAdventistswe have been quite successful with indoctrination. And doctrines
are important. When properly understood, they give us a full and accurate
understanding of God's character. But if we do not understand the |esson of Cradle
Roll, it doesn't matter what else we do. We will be “stuck” in our Christian
development. If this lesson goes unlearned, nothing we do or believe will have
eternal significance.

Let’'sreturnto Cradle Roll together and review thiswell-learned little “ ditty” we
sing to our children. It is packed with the gospel, so let’s unpack it together.

Jesus lovesme. . .

Ah, what afamiliar phrase. Asinfants, we hear it whilewearerockedtosleep ...
as children we sing it in Sabbath School ... asadultswe sing it to our children.

Paul’s letter to the Romans tells us about this love: “You seeg, at just the right
time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will
anyonediefor arighteous man, though for agood man someone might possibly dare
to die. But God demonstrateshisown lovefor usinthis: Whilewewere still sinners,
Christ diedfor us’ (Ro5:6-8).

This passage tells us that God loved us so much, He willingly offered Hisonly

SCRIPTURE: Son—a part of Himself—to come to Earth, live among us, and die by the hands of
) ungrateful, unholy people. Why? So those same people would have achanceto live
Romans 5:6-8 the abundant life here and in eternity.

It would bedifficult to send your child to afar-off land to people who were eager
to know God. But, would you send your only child—a part of yourself— to save a

8 April-June, 2002 www.Adventist-Sewardship.org



Sermon|

bunch of ingrates? To people who had no desire to learn about God, who would
humiliate and kill your child?

That'swhy Godis God. Heloves perfectly. When we messup and fall flat on our
faces, Hestill lovesus. When we shakeour fist at God and yell, “1 hateyou!” Hetill
loves us. When we “run away from home,” certain that there is a better way to live
than Hisway, He still loves us.

| have heard it said to children, “ Jesuswill only loveyou if you'regood.” What
an abomination tothelove of God! Whileweweretill sinners—ungrateful, unloving,
Jesus died for us. Have you ever been loved like that? Do you believe it is even
possible? As wonderful asthisloveis, it won't make much difference in our lives
without this next element.

Knowledge of the fundamentals of Adventism is important.
But what happens when your spouse Ieaves you? Or when
your child dies? What happens when the hopes and dreams of
a lifetime shatter into a million pieces and flow effortlessly
through your fingerslikesand?

... This 1 know

Many of you have heard that Jesus loves you, but, do you know it? Do you
really believethat Helovesyou? Or areyou like my friend? She hasgrown upinthe
church, attended Adventist schools, worked for an Adventist institution, and yet
asks me, “Bonita, why would Jesus love me? I’'m not good enough to be loved.”

You may not have stated it as she did, but isthat the heart cry of your soul? Do
you know that God knows you fully and really loves you as He says he does?

Wearelimitedin our understanding of what it means, “to know.” We understand
it cognitively: “ Yes, | know, | understand that Jesuslovesme.” And, yes, the content
of our faith isimportant and must be based on truth.

We may even go to the next level and give intellectual assent. “I accept the
rationale. | am convinced that thisistruth.” We understand Jesus died for us because
He loves us, and we say thisistrue. Yet James says: “ You believe that thereis one
God. Good! Eventhe demonsbelievethat, and shudder” (Jm 2:19, emphasissupplied).

Our knowledge must go beyond intellectual assent. We must embrace fiducia—
we must learn to trust. Our belief must reach the depth of our being and take anchor
in the soul.

Knowledge of the fundamentals of Adventism isimportant. But what happens
when your spouse leaves you? Or when your child dies? What happens when the
hopes and dreams of a lifetime shatter into a million pieces and flow effortlessly
through your fingers like sand? What will carry you through? A knowledge based
solely on cognitive understanding, or aknowledge that shows atrusting relationship
with aGod who has promised to never leave you or forsake you? What will carry you
through? An intellectual assent to abelief system or a soul anchored to a God who
loves you with alove so powerful that the gates of hell cannot prevail against it?

¥
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- Sermon

... For the Bible tells me so

hen we begin to trust God, we take Him at Hisword. We may not feel lovable,
but we trust that He loves us beyond what we can understand.

| have apet peeve when it comesto our use of the Bible. For many itismerely a
book of proof texts, used to prove atheological argument. While one of its purposes
iscorrection and teaching righteousness (2T 3:16), it ismuch more. It isthe story of
the relationship of God to us—how we severed that relationship, and how God sent
Jesus to restore us to Him. It is the story of Jesus' work of salvation in the lives of
humanity, and we are the continuation of that story!

Several yearsago, awoman whom | will call Laurashared how she had stood onthe
precipice of an affair. She confessed, “1 finally got past my blindness and saw that |
had to turn around because, if for no other reason, God said so, and | knew Heloved
me more than anyone else.” “But,” she continued, “1t was one of the most difficult
and painful things |’ ve ever done, because it seemed so right.”

Sinisdeceitful and blinding. It makeswrong seem right and right seemwrong. It
isonly by God's Word that we can determine truth. We need a standard of truth, of
righteousness outside of ourselves. And Jesus, the Living Word, is that perfect
standard.

Thequestionwemust ask ourselvesis: Will we continuein broken relationships,
or learn from the Salvation Story and trust His word to restore our relationships—
evenwhen it hurts? Do wetrust that everything God saysin HisWord isfor our own
happiness? Will we alow it to ruleinour lives?

... Little ones to Him belong

Who doesn'’t desireto belong? Whether to aclub or an organization, afamily or
aperson—most of us have this God-given desire within. In a society where broken
relationships and broken lives abound, this desire is intensified. Many people,
searching for a place to belong, sadly compromise themselves just to experience
belonging. Fanatical religious groups capitalize on this human need.

In the midst of our craving for belonging, Jesus challenges us: “Anyone who
loves hisfather or mother ... son or daughter more than meis not worthy of me; and
anyonewho does not take his crossand follow meis not worthy of me. Whoever finds
hislifewill loseit, and whoever loseshislifefor my sakewill findit” (Mt 10:37-39).

Jesus loves us more than anyone ever can or ever will. Careers, cars, homes,
money—even family—all good in and of themselves, cannot take the place of
belonging to Him. When we truly believe this and determine that we want to do
nothing but obey HisWord, we will find that that “holein our souls’ beginsto fill.
But as Jesus has told us in scripture, looking to Him to satisfy our need to belong
does not come easily. Belonging to Jesus requires making some difficult choices.

“Whoever finds hislifewill loseit, and whoever loses hislife for my sakewill
find it” (Ibid) When we take up our cross and lose our life, we die to our own self-
centered ambitions. Dying isscary. It’spainful. Dying isthe ultimate letting go. Yet,
| have discovered that when | allow myself to die, | have never felt so much alive!
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“| had to turn around, because, if for no other reason, God
said so, and | knew He loved me more than anyone else.”

... They are weak, but He is strong

When we belong to Jesusand allow Himto work inour lives, the“down side” is
that we become aware of our weaknesses more than ever before. We begin to see
how sin has hold of our lives, in our thoughts, attitudes, and behaviors. Then we
truly begin torealize our helplessnessto liveagodly lifewithout the power of Christ.

It'snot pleasant to be confronted with the sinin our own heart. And there aren’t
many of uswho like to admit our weakness. From the clotheswe wear, to the car we
drive, to the peopl e we associ ate with—we spend so much energy trying to convince
everyonethat we haveit all together—that we are strong! The absurdity of it, iswe
think we' ve even convinced God.

The apostle Paul shares with us: “But He [Christ] said to me, ‘My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power ismade perfect in weakness.” Therefore, | will boast
all themore gladly about my weakness, so that Christ’s power may restonme... for
Christ’ssake, | delight inweaknesses ... indifficulties. For when| amweak, then| am
strong” (2 Cor 12:9, 20).

Some of the strongest people | know readily admit their weaknesses. When we
are willing to be vulnerable and share our weaknesses with each other, we become
what Henri Nouwen calls “Wounded Healers,” agents of healing by giving
encouragement and comfort to others through the sharing of our own wounds. The
crossisthe ultimate witness to the power of vulnerability.

“ Jesus loves me, this | know,

For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong;

They are weak, but He is strong!”

Do you know Jesus loves you? Do you trust that all He tells you is for your
happiness? Have you experienced the love, joy, and peace that belonging to Him
offers? Do you realize your powerlessness over the sinin your life?

It's not too late

In the Chinese language, the word “change” is comprised of two symbols: the
symbol for death and the symbol for opportunity. With change, something must die.
In this season of change, isthere something in your lifethat needsto die so that God
can move you farther along the road to becoming more like Him? Whatever it is,
along with that death will come an incredible opportunity to allow atime of self-
discovery, growth, and intentional living.

Weall have difficult choicesto make. Jesuswantsto help us make those choices.
He never promised us an easy journey, but He has promised usthat if we will walk
with Him, wewill know love, joy, and peace aswe have never known it before. The
world never has been ableto giveit, and it never will.

Haveyou embraced the gospel according to Cradle Roll ?1t'snot too late. Revisit
your childhood. Revisit Cradle Roll. Singthesong. Learn thelesson that will makeall
that you do and believe have eternal significance. Just don't run into Kyle as you
tear through the foyer!
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One Sweeping Act

ClaireL. Eva Freed to love
Assistant. Director '[n his classic work, Les Misérables, Victor Hugo tells the story of Jean Valjean, a
General Conference poor man who is sentenced to prison for stealing aloaf of bread for his starving
Sewardship Department family. After 19 years, Vajeanisfinaly released. But the law declares that he must

carry with him, at al times, papersto reveal his statusasafelon.

Beforelong, Jean findsrefugein the home of abishop—M onseigneur Bienvenu.
During the night Valjean creeps through the house, stealing the valuable silver
cutlery he coveted while dining the evening before. Shortly after escaping thebishop’s
home with thesilver, Valjean isarrested by thelocal gendarme and, in an attempt to
escape his punishment, he tells the police that the bishop gave him the silver.

Led by his doubting captors, Valjean is taken back to confront the bishop. His
poor life, such asit was, isover. He facesthe man he haswronged and knows he will
receive hisjust condemnation—hewill be returned to prison for the remainder of his
days. His head hangs low, overwhelmed and dejected.

“This man says you gave him the silver, Father!” The crush is about to come.

“Ah! Hereyou are!” the priest exclaimsto Jean Valjean. “I'm glad to see you.
Well, but how is this? | gave you the candlesticks too ... Why did you not take
them?’

And so marks the beginning of a new life for a man surprised by grace—
undeserving, pitiable scoundrel that he knows himself to be. The bishop’s loving
release breaks his pained spirit and sets him free to love as he has been loved. Jean
Valjean’s life begins at that pivotal moment—by one act of unmerited grace. And
that isthe gospel! (SeeHb 7:26, 27).

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he wasrich, yet for
your sakeshebecame poor, that you through his poverty might becomerich” (2 Cor 8:9).

The gospel isgood news. It isthe good news that Jesus Christ, God's “ one of a
kind” Son, lived and died and was raised again, for you and me. “For it isby grace
you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God—not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ep 2:8-9).

Adam, again?
Christ came to Earth as the Second Adam. Why? Because the “first” Adam
failed utterly. Were he here to speak for himself, he would confessit resolutely! So
why refer to Jesus as the “ Second Adam?’ Because he came to do what our father
Adam did not do—live a perfect, ablameless life. But His victory was not just for
Himself. It wasfor all men, women, and children who have ever lived or will ever live
onthisearth (Ro 5:12-19)! “For since death came through aman, the resurrection of
the dead comes also through a man. For asin Adam all die, so in Christ all will be
madealive’ (1 Cor 15:21).

Before the gospel became reality to me, | feared, perhaps even recoiled, from
instruction regarding the example of Christ. Let me explain. Have you a brother or
sister who seemed to do everything right? He made the best grades, carried himself
with confidence, and received the recognition that goes with those things? Maybe
Romans 3:21-31 that was all right with you, really. Even though you wished some of his successes
might have rubbed off on you. But let’'s go a step further. How does it feel when
others compare you to that sibling?

SCRIPTURE:
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What overwhelms my soul is the reality
that everything Jesus did is mine!

Sarah, acapable collegefreshman, returned to her almamater to give an assembly
address where her younger sister Jane was a student. After the presentation, the
principal of the school approached Jane and said, “Now, that iswhat you havetolive
upto!” It wasn’t the wisest thing to say. And he probably didn’t realize theimpact of
hiswords. But Jane was overwhelmed.

Words like—"You'll never be like your father!” “Why can’t you be like your
brother?’ “Ruth wouldn’t do that!”—All havetheir penetrating effect. Jesus example
without the gospel is deadly. For it shows us the beauty of a life we will never
replicate (Ro 7:7-12).

But now [ see

When | discovered the true good news, it was like seeing through new glasses!
Everything my older Brother did for mewas not only an exampletofollow. Previoudly
my response was discouragement—" How can | ever emulate Hisperfect life?” Martin
Luther declared: “Mine are Christ’s living, doing, and spesking, His suffering and
dying; mineasmuch asif | had lived, done, spoken, and suffered, and died asHedid.”

What overwhelms my soul is the reality that everything Jesus did is mine!

Jesus Christ, God's perfect Lamb, took the death of judgment upon Himself, so
that we might never haveto die that death! Now | can sing, “I would be like Jesus’
with new meaning and Spirit-led motivation. For His precious example—His total
dependence upon the Father, His sinless, love-filled life—is my guide for growing
into Hislikenesswhilel am“completein Him” (Col 2:9). The samerobethat covers
us, warms us—and through the Spirit, enables us. “ For we are God's workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for usto
do” (Ep2:10).

The only one

Our righteousness, our completenessis found in Him alone (Col 2:10). Not in
some humanly devised formulathat claimsto make usrighteousin and of ourselves.
L est wejudge one another and listen to the Accuser, “L et usremember that we areall
erring human beings, struggling and toiling, failing in speech and action to represent
Christ, falling and rising again, despairing and hoping” (White, E. G, ST, May 11,
1904, Bear Ye One Another’s Burdens).

Even when these " bodies put onimmortality” (1 Cor 15:53) and we are home at
last, wewill lay our crownsat Hisfeet. Not so much out of humility, but from the pure
joy that we knew where they belonged all thetime.

When Jesus comes again, “at that day Christ will be the Judge ... But those
whoselifeishid with Christin God can say: ‘1 believein him who was condemned at
Pilate'sbar, and given up to the priestsand rulersto be crucified. Look not upon me,
a sinner, but look at my Advocate. There is nothing in me worthy of the love he
manifested for me: but he gave hislifefor me. Behold mein Jesus. Hebecamesinfor
me, that | might be made therighteousnessof Godinhim’'” (White, E. G., Y|, May 31,
1900, The Price of Our Redemption).
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“ Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift!” —2 Corinthians 9:11
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~book reviews

Soul Survivor: How My Faith Survived the Church

Benjamin C. Maxson, Director P :
General Conference Stewardship Department Ik | 11 | 1 [_"- Yancey

hilipYancey isone of the more articul ate contemporary Christian writers. Inthis
work hetellsof theimpact 13 different individualshave had on hislifeto help him
survive the cultural Christianity of today’s church. He shares his own story and

journey and how these thirteen people hel ped him discover atrue relationship with ' % My P
God and grow in spiritual and intellectual maturity. e Chomeh
Yancey grew upinarigid conservative form of American Christianity that was, 1 I’VIVO e

inhiswords, “racist and legalistic.” These 13 are the people who helped him “ransom
apersonal faith from the damaging effects of religion.” Theseindividualsare people
who stand out in history and list their personal faith as a primary reason for their by Philio Y:
success. From Martin Luther King, Jr., to G K. Chesterton and M ahatma Gandhi, the y Fhllip yancey
author presents highlights from their lives and writings. At the same time, Yancey Doubleday

shareshimself in away that helps usnot only to know him, but also to know ourselves New York, New York
better. 2001 US$21.95

| — — —

Thisisan excellent work for those struggling with the ingtitutional church, as
well asthose who are part of church institutions. We can join in his pilgrimage and
learn from Yancey and hismentors.

Spiritual Leadership

Benjamin C. Maxson, Director
General Conference Stewardship Department

|.EADERS HFP

enry and Richard Blackaby have produced one of the finest |eadership books |

haveread. Their leadership paradigm does more than apply biblical languageto
what leadersdo. Instead, they takebiblical principlesand devel op acohesive spiritua
leadership philosophy.

: e . The authors review some of the popular and best definitions of spiritual
BLACKABY leadership and then present their own: “ Spiritual leadership is moving people on to
God'sagenda.” They then exploretherole and tasks of theleader. Their sectionson
how God devel opsleadersand the leader’ s character are among the best in the book.

by Henry and Richard Blackaby And their five pageson leaderswho serve are especialy significant. “ Spiritual leaders
Broadman & Holman Publishers are not their people's servants; they are God's.” In closing this section, they state:
Nashville, Tennessee “Jesus’ disciples needed to understand that they were servants of the Lord, and

2001 US$19.99 because of this, they would be called upon to serve one another.”

Thisbook isa“must read” for any and al who lead or want to lead in the church.
We live in aday where |eaders are scarce and almost unknown. The church needs
|eaders—spiritual leaderswho catch their vision from God and |ead people closer to
God whileleading Hischurchin fulfilling Hismission. Thisbook can helpusgrow in
that leadership.
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Living Large: How to Live Well—

Evenon a Little

Charlotte | shkanian, Editor
Mission Magazine
General Conference Sabbath School

he cover blurb promises to teach the reader how to live happily within any

income—even yours. Discover how to give, save, and invest according to biblical
principles. Gain redlistic, down-to-earth guidance on how to put your financial house
in order. Doesthe book do all this? With today’s emphasis on easy credit and instant
gratification, the above challenge would seem difficult at best. But for the most part,
the author was able to fulfill his goal and present a convincing case for each of his
points.

Written for a conservative Christian audience, the book hits some of the sore
spots in Christian stewardship squarely and challenges Christians not only to live
up to their faith and within their means, but to do so happily and to enjoy life to the
fullest. Two principles the author lays out as the foundation of stewardship are—

m  All wealth belongs to God—

Albrektson reminds us that, if wealth belongs to God, we don’'t have to worry
about losing what isn’t oursin thefirst place.

m \\ebelong to God—

Theauthor reminds usthat in creating us, God has given ustwo things of which
we must be good stewards: Our bodies, our lives, and the time He has given us on
this earth.

He sayswe can spend more than we earn and go into debt. We can spend all that
we earn and break even. Or we can spend less than we earn and learn to live happily
and contentedly within our means, whilejoyfully giving something back to Hiswork.

In his chapter on money management Albrektson details his own persona
resource management philosophy. Thefirst point isto discover thejoy of giving, not
impulsive, but strategic and systematic giving. Families must tighten the budgetary
belt and build up savings for financial emergencies. The key to giving joyfully, he
states, is being loose-fisted with what isn't ours in the first place, but God's. As a
result, giving does become easier.

Without doubt Albrektson is quite generous with his church and would admit to
giving far morethan atithe. | differ with hisapproachtotithing.” | have decided
that tithing is not well supported by the New Testament.” The demands of the
Mosaic Law arenot binding on measaChristiantoday” he declares (page59). Jesus
said, “ You pay tithe on mint and anise ... and this you ought to do” (Mt 23:23).

To hiscredit, he suggeststhat theideaof giving atithe might betoo limiting for
some Christians. That it might suggest that once we have given God Histen percent,
therest isoursto do with aswe seefit, and this principle is solid. He concludes the
chapter with this thoughtful statement: “How much should we give?... At least a
tenth. We a so have the encouragement of the New Testament: We can’t out-give
God.... Wemustn't give more than we can give with delight, but whatever amount we
areled to give, we need to follow through” (page 62).

Dynamic Seward

How to Live Well—
Evenona Little

~J. Raymond
Albrektson

by J. Raymond Albrektson
WaterBrook Press
Colorado Springs, Colorado
2000 US$10.95

B uild a cushion of savings, he
counsels young adults and about-
to-be-weds in chapter 13. He suggests
three months’ wagesasaprimary goal .
Then he suggests adding to that in
long-term savings and investing
amounts. Albrektson emphasizes how
much more sense it makes to save to
buy rather than go into debt to buy
immediately. Thesamegoesfor building
asavingsaccount. Heclearly illustrates
the value of saving even alittle when
young as opposed to saving alot when
one is older. His personal example is
clear, and the advice is solid.

The author rounds out his book
by going into investing in the stock
market, buying versus renting ahome,
and most important, living ethically and
joyfully on what God provides for us.
The book would be put to good use in
a study group of young adults
preparing to be out on their own, or as
part of premarital counseling on
financial matters.
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- resources

Halley’s Bible Handbook CD ROM

Zondervan US$24.99

quote, “Dr. Henry Halley wrote his classic handbook with one goal in mind: to
help people know not merely the Bible, but its heart and soul, Jesus Christ.” Jesus
said it best: “They [the Scriptures] are they which testify of me” (Jn 5:39).

Thetable of contentsor index inthe CD ROM list suchtopicsas: * The Habit of
Bible Reading * Notable Sayings About the Bible * What the Bible Is* How the
Bible is Organized * The Setting of the Bible * Was Jesus the Son of God?—and
many, many more.

Just some features of Halley's Bible Handbook CD-ROM:
¢ Completetext of Halley's Bible Handbook

¢ Complete New International and King JamesVersions
¢ Current archaeological information and insights

* 90 color maps plus numerous graphs and charts

e Zoom capability letsyou enlarge all images

If you are looking for a helpful tool to enhance your Bible study, thisis an
excellent resource.

—editorial

ClaireL. Eva, Assistant Director
General Conference Stewardship Department

O ur infant daughter wastwo weeks old. It was ahumid, summer Sabbath and we
wereattending campmeeting. As| cradled my fresh littleone, | felt anything but
fresh! We we're staying on the third floor of the girls' dorm, and | could hardly
breathein the muggy atmosphere. Still not quite my bouncy self, | wasfeeling alittle
blue as new mothers are prone to be.

And then | heard just what | needed. From the main meeting hall, a mellow
contralto voice rang out:

“Give me Jesus. Give me Jesus. You may haveall thisworld. Give me Jesus.”

Everyone needsalittle good news now and then! For as author Scott Peck says:
“Lifeisdifficult.” But the good newsisthat we have the good news all of the time!
Jesus Christ is on our side—every day, and nothing can separate us from His love
(R0 8:38, 39). What aprivilege we have to share this news as stewards of the gospel!

In thisissue of Dynamic Seward we speak about Jesus Christ’s gift of saving
us—the good news of the gospel. | hope you can take some time to reflect on the
varied articles presented in theissue on this central message of Scripture. And when
the ground beneath you trembles, remember—you are safe in Him! Here are some
moving words from someonewho realized just that:

“1 believein Jesus. | know my Savior lovesme, and | lovemy Jesus. | restin His
love, notwithstanding my imperfections. God has accepted His perfection in my
behalf. Heismy righteousnessand | trust in Hismerits. | am Hisrepenting, believing
child. He hastaken away my sin-stained garments and covered me with the robe of
Hisrighteousness. Clothed inthisgarment, | stand beforethe Father justified” (White,
E.G,4MR, Nos. 210-259, 1990).
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