Sermon #2 - Rediscovering Our True Identity
True humanity …. is to Worship God.

Introduction

The first core element of our identity is: “Humans are God’s creatures.” One way of accepting and living this core identity is to worship God. Psalm 47:1-2 invites us, “Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. For the Lord Most High is awesome, the great King over all the earth.”  Revelation 4:11 is an echo of the previous passage: “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.”  These two passages are revealing an essential truth. If we consider God to be awesome (Do you?) and God tp be the creator of all things (Is He?), we are invited to worship Him, to join the chorus of those who are saying good things about God. 
Which place should worship occupy in our life? What are the expressions of worship that are pleasing to God? 

(Prayer)

Part I: Creatures are Worshippers

After creating man on the sixth day, the first full day given to Adam was a day of worship, the Sabbath. The book of Exodus speaks clearly about the importance of worship. Sixteen chapters out of forty are dedicated to the establishment of the place of worship in the desert, the tabernacle. The people spent a full year at Sinai building the tabernacle according to God’s pattern and learning how to worship. God’s children who have experienced deliverance from slavery are called to worship. When Peter describes God’s people using the term “royal priesthood,” it was a reminiscence of the Old Testament tabernacle. The purpose of this “royal priesthood” is to “declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9b). We are saved to say good things about God, to worship.
After an overview of the history of the Church through the ages, in chapters 2-3 of Revelation, Apostle John had a glimpse of heaven in chapter 4. He saw God on His throne with all His magnificence. He also saw the 24 elders and the four living creatures. Both groups are portrayed as investing themselves in a common activity. 
Let us read Revelation 4:8:
Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. Day and night they never stop saying: “‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,’ who was, and is, and is to come.”
Let us read Revelation 4:10-11:
“The twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.”
Both groups are worshipping, saying good things about God. Heaven is for worshippers. The best training for heaven is to practice worshipping because this will be our major activity. 
For now, let us come back to earth and discover anew the mission that God has given to his Church. We all know about the three Angels’ Messages of Revelation 14:6-12. It is all about worship.
We read in Revelation 14:7:

He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.”
The message of the first angel v.7 is an invitation to worship the Creator. 
We read in Revelation 14:8:

A second angel followed and said, “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great,’[a] which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.”
The message of the second angel v.8 is about Babylon who has led many into its adulteries, of worshipping other gods.
We read in Revelation 14:9-10:

“A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives its mark on their forehead or on their hand, 10 they, too, will drink the wine of God’s fury…”
The message of the third angel vs. 9-11 tells about the terrible outcome for those who worship the beast and his image instead of God. 

Logically, the promise at the conclusion of the Three Angels’ Message applies to those who worship God, Revelation 14:13, “Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.”
As a Church our mission is to lead people to live according to their core identity, as creatures, to worship the true God. It is also our responsibility to warn against the deception and consequences of false worship prevailing in the world. And to share about the reward awaiting true worshippers.  

Are we happy and satisfied with our private and family worship? How can we improve our participation in corporate worship? Punctuality can be a challenge for many. Let us think and pray about it because worship is our reason for existence.

Part II: Worshipping with our all

How should we worship? The Bible regularly presents our voices as instruments of worship. One known text is Psalm 66: 1-2: “Shout for joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious.” We are doing a beautiful job in this aspect. Apostle Paul in Romans 12:1 expands the means of worship, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.” Not only the voice, but the totality of our person should be an instrument of worship. 

I want us to concentrate on a recurring expression of total worship. While writing to the Philippians, Paul uses the expression “living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God” to describe a particular practice of this Church. What is it?  We read in Philippians 4: 18, “I have received full payment and have more than enough. I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.” What is considered by Paul to be “a fragrant”, “an acceptable sacrifice” and “pleasing to God”? The generous offerings of the Philippians. It was viewed by Paul as an act of true and proper worship. 

To give is to worship. This is so since the time of Abel. David in 1 Chronicles 29:3 talks about his giving as an act of worship to God: “Besides, in my devotion to the temple of my God I now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the temple of my God, over and above everything I have provided for this holy temple.” 
Why do we spend much time to speak about the importance of giving as an expression of worship? Money has the capacity to compete with God to become the object of worship (Repeat). Remember these words of Jesus, Matthew 6:24, “No one can serve (worship) two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” When we use our resources to worship God, it is the best way for not worshipping our resources. 
This meditation on “True Identity… is to Worship” ends with a reminder, the story of the three wise men from the East. They witness the fulfillment of prophecy of Balaam: “There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Scepter shall rise out of Israel.” Num. 24:17 They spared themselves no effort to come to Israel to meet the new-born King. They had several sleepless nights, as it was the only means for them to follow the star. Their journey was around 1300-1400 kilometres.  Matthew 2: 1-2 presents the reason for their endeavours: “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the King, behold wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” In contrast, the priest and the leaders of God’s people did not consider it important to accompany the wise men to Bethlehem. They were too busy doing God’s work that they found it difficult to pause for worship. This is a tragedy. Worship has a cost, are we prepared for the cost?
Once in Bethlehem, they accomplished what they have come for. We read in Matthew 2: 11, “And when they have come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and the myrrh.” Interestingly, Matthew neither reports on the words the wise men used in their prayers nor about the chorus they sang to the new born king. Surely words of praise and celebrations were given, but Matthew mentioned only one aspect of worship that he considered crucial, the gifts that they presented. They came to worship the new born king, and they brought kingly gifts to him. Christians claim to worship the resurrected king, what can be said about our offerings?
Sister White uses the example of the three wise men to make an appeal to believers of today: “If we have given our hearts to Jesus, we also shall bring our gifts to Him. Our gold and silver, our most precious earthly possessions, our highest mental and spiritual endowments, will be freely devoted to Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us” (Desire of Ages, p. 71).
Conclusion
Our first core identity is to be and to behave as creatures of God, as such we are called to be worshippers. To worship is not a side element of the life of the true believer, it is the purpose of our lives.  Let us prioritize worship daily. We are invited to respond to the appeal Paul made to the Christians in Rome: “to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.” This is total worship. As the three wise men, let us decide today to live the essential part of total worship, giving, by giving to God as to a King.  
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